= 2 MILITARY MUDDLING Nos21 \

NAVAL WARFARE IN THE ADRTATIC IN WORLD WAR 1 :\
(INCOMPETIAICE ViERSUS INADBQUACY)
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From the outback of World War 1, the Adriatic was a major problem
for the Allied Commende The Austrian fleet, although small, was powerful and
possessed several major bases which were within striking distance of the supply
routes to Egypt, Serbia and Gallipoli. The German Naval Command had appreciated
this problem and sent 6 U — Boats, commanded by the best German Commanders, x=m
into the Mediterrancane Ten smaller U - Boats were sent by rail (in bitas to
Pola, where they were assembled in the Austrian Dockyarde :

At first Italy was ncutral, But in April 1915, she denounced
adherence to the Triple Alliance of Germany, Amsbria and herself, but did not
declare war on anyones She declared war on Austria in May 1915 and Turkey in
August 1915 Wer with Germany was not declared until August 1916%% This
strange behaviour cauged many problems for the Allies. ' Any operations against
Austrian bases were confused by Italy not being at war with Germany. Also,
in the view of the Dritish, Italy's entry into the war removed a capable Allied-
Command and replaced it with an Italian Navy which was acutely nationalist and
who considered the Adriatic to be its responsibility. (It was also incompetent)e

Under the terms of the Naval Convention agreed between the Allies,
the Italian fleet in the Adriatic was to be reinforced by 12 destroyers (French),
and as many torpedo boats, submarines and minesweepers as the French could spare,
6 seaplanes and a seaplane carrier, also 4 Dritish Light Cruisers and 4 pre-
Dreadnoughts were to be placed under Italian Commande A blockade of the
Steaits of Otranto was begun with a fleet of drifters and traslers laying their
nets across a 45 mile stretch of waters This was intended to stop Austrian
and German submarines leaving the Adriatic (It actually caught about three -
throughout the entire war)}

On the night of Itely's entry into the war, Austrian warships
bombarded Rimini, Ancona and other small ports, catching Italian ships still
unready for aciiones Lititle damege was done, but the Italian public was incensed.

On June 9the, the Dritish Light Cruiser "Dublin" was torpedocd and
the Italians lost the submarine "Medusa" and the rigid airship M2, which ran
out of fuel whilst bombing fiumel The Austrians alsc bombarded Bari which was
the constituancy of the Italian Prime Ministers This caused the Italians to
station 5 armoured cruisers at Venices This was a strange decision as they
were not fast enoughf to prevent the Austrian ships from bombarding Ancona or
to cut them off on their return homes On July Tthe, one of these cruisers -
the "Amalfi" - was subhk by an Austrian submarine, illustrating the danger of



using heavy warships in thesc waters. In true Italian tradition the cruiscrs
were not ordered to leave Venice, in spite of their obvious usclessness there,
~but were ordered not to put to sca againil Another cruisger — the "Guiseppa
. Garibaldi" - wag lost on July 18the She, and others of her division based at
Br1nd151, had been sent to destroy the railway bridgd4s at Ragusae. They were
gighted by an Austrian aircraft and a submarine was sent to intercept them,
One torpedo hit the "Garibaldi" and she capsized and sanke

These losses made the Italians even more cautious, and the Adriatic
was considered too dangerous for any warships larger than a light cruisere In
the four months since Itely had enterced the war Italy had lost two armoured
cruisers, one destroyer, two torpedo boats, three submarines and two rigid
airshipse Also, the "Dublin" was still under repair in Maltaes

In the same period the Austrians had leost two submarines and three
naval airocrafte Public anger at the Government allowing the Adriatic to
become an Austrian lake led .to the fall -of the Italian Ministry of Marine, as
the shortage of light craft and submarines were laid at his doors

Britain sent six of her "B" Class submarines to assist the Italianse.
These coastal submarines had a limited radious of action but were well suited
to the narrow waters of the Adriatice Although they had little operational
success their presence restricted Austrian flect movements and the almost
daily bombardment of the Italian coast became a thing of the past.

NOTEs This article is intended as a gencral introduction to the
Naval War in the Adriatic. In future articles I intend to give more inform-
ation on specific actions and detzils of the fleets of both sides. This
information will be of direct relevence to the two—day mini campaign which
will take place on March 29/30th.

LADVERT: HELP WANTED: ARE YOU COWARDLY, INCOMPETENT, AND GENERALLY
UNTRUSTWORTHY? IF S0, YOU'RE THE MAN WE WANT TO
LiE4AD THE ITALIAN WaVY TO GRIEATEI DISASTERSHLEE
Applys Terry Spgenccer,
Main Austrian Naval Dase,
Trieste. (Fese Fot Wednesdays, as I'm
avay Bumunralnb Italy)
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FILMS: I have booked the films you HOOKS: We now have the following
have askud for, with the cxception booka in the Club Librarys—
of "The Duellisgte", which is not 1 Vit lents. Panzare
rad PPN i & = » 2 : - s A
&V&llablu until after June 1980 o, s YA An i Babar on
17th., February - "Northwest Frontier" 3. M"pattlegame Dook 3 - Galactic War
(Surry, 18th.Century 4o "British Battlefields"
Canada, not 1980 5a "French AFVsS Noel -
Afghenistandy) Dettle Tanks (Bellona)
16the March. - "The Seven Samurai Jime
This means you don't have a film for Not much, but it's & start. If anyonc
6the. April, sc, if you want to select wants to make some space at homs, or
ancthor title please check through the  has @ copy of some useful books (even
catalozue and let Jim know what you Fuatharstunel) Just brlnL;_tham a.lzng.
went sc that he can get it/them booked. You never know when you might wan
some information. (Bd.)
L
A CHESTHUT LODGE FRODUCTION. : MINTI CAMPAIGNS - 1980,
48, Falace Road, London. SaWs2 Preparations are coming along (Suu

3 [i}203 for dates) and the following
Harch 29/30th. WeWel Naval. (Now you've  jtoms are set so far (watch future

got to read the front pagel) MM's for further details, however, &s

Bentact Terry Spencers “the other two mini campaigns mentioned

*June 28/29th. Vietnam Local Political/ (%) are still in the planning stage)s
Military struggle. *,September 27/28th. Viking Fleet Raid.

(Real Acroppolis now stuff - puts a
strain on your templel)
(Contact Jim)

(Now, for the last time, it's'kill all
the men and rape all the womun'.....)
(Cuntact Pete)e
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VORID VAR OFE NAVAL 2 DAY MINI CAMPAIGN  AUSTRIA v ITALy 29 M4RCH
HISTORICAL BACKGROUID

The Adriatic was dominated by Lustrisc Hungary almost from the outbreak of wvar,
Italy,in typical fashion declared war on Austria in May 1915(but not on Germany
wtil August 1916)but forgot to prepare her fleet for sea.The Austrians carried
out bombardnents of Rinmini,/ncons,and Bari while the Italians were still at
anchor. In reply the Italians sent an airship to bomb Fiune(It ran out of fuel
while bombing the harbour) By Septenber the Austrian subnarines had sunk a
nunber of Itelian cruisers and convinced the Italisn Naval Comnand that it

was inpossible to use capitol ships in the Adriatic.
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TS CANPAIGH

Players will cormand various Divisions of ships(nainly light cruisers,destroyers
and torpedo boatd) I will supply complete lists of both n-ovies and their basecs
nany ships will be refitting or earnarked for other oporationa(i.e. hiding!)
Bach side will be given 2 nission or nissions to perforn with ships being
allocated by the Haval Comnand(Unpire). In the unlikely cvent that both sides
actunlly find each other the Unpire will resolve the battle(or Debacle).

I ain to allocate connands by 2March.Maps,intelligonce reports,and Mission
briefs will then be issued,Initial orders,patrol arrangenents ete should be
given in by 16 March and the canpnign action will cormence on 29 Harch,
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